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The title of our project is ñA Drop in the Bucketò for two reasons. 

First of all, we wanted to add a focus on water to our efforts this year.

Secondly, we wanted to make the point that small acts can add up and 

make a difference.  So many people see environmental change as this 

overwhelmingly huge problem and our individual efforts as a ñdrop in 

the bucketò, but if we all make small changes in our everyday lives, it 

can quickly add up.  

As well as focusing on our own actions and what we could do at the 

school level, we decided to expand our efforts into the community this 

year.



Our first step was gathering 

data to see what organizations 

and businesses in La Ronge

were already doing.

We also did online research 

and found that Staples recycles 

writing instruments.

SURVEY OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS



Based on our survey, we found that businesses and organizations 

were being environmentally conscious in a lot of their choices.  

However, we determined that nobody was recycling writing 

instruments, so we decided to focus on that for a community project.  

Being in a school, recycling writing instruments (pens, highlighters, 

permanent and dry-erase markers, and mechanical pencils) is a 

natural fit because we go through so many.  We wanted to make the 

other schools, our division head-office, and businesses and 

organizations in the community aware that writing instruments could be 

recycled, and to gain their cooperation in our efforts.



We used food cans that we had kept from a cooking project (we were 

initially going to recycle them, but then chose to repurpose them as 

collection cans for writing instruments).  As well, we asked for coffee 

cans from school staff to use as collection containers.  We labeled all 

of them and went around to schools, organizations and businesses in 

our community, asking if they would put used-up writing instruments in 

the cans for us to collect and take to Staples in Prince Albert for 

recycling.



COLLECTING WRITING INSTRUMENTS FOR RECYCLING

After about a month, we went around 

to collect the writing instruments that 

had been gathered so far.  There 

werenôt as many as weôd hoped, 

however, we did have some people 

volunteer to help spread the word 

within their organizations so as to 

increase awareness.



We would like to thank the following organizations for their willingness 

to participate in this project:

- Pre-Cam Community School

- Gordon Denny Community School

- Northern Lights School Division #113

- Lac La Ronge Indian Child & Family Services

- Lac La Ronge Indian Band Office

- La Ronge RCMP detachment

- Northlands College

We are hoping to add more organizations to the list.



VERMICOMPOSTING

In June 2015, we had two worm 

composting bins.  This year, because of 

an increase in our worm population, we 

have increased our total number of bins 

to four.  We feed them with appropriate 

discarded fruits and vegetables from 

the servery and Home Ec. Lab.



COMPOSTING

Last school year we initiated a composting program, and 

had two large composting bins.

This year, because of the volume of food produced by the 

servery and Home Ec. lab, we have increased the 

number of compost bins to seven, and will soon need to 

start up an eighth one.  We also are experimenting with 

trench composting.

We will be using some of the compost in our school 

garden, where we will eventually be growing food for the 

servery.



COMPOSTING

We have set up compost 

buckets in the servery and 

Home Ec. lab, which we collect 

each day to empty into the 

outdoor compost bins.


